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Vivian Fransen writes poems and nonfiction stories. 
A longtime member of Women Who Write, she is a 
member of the Murray Hill Poetry Group. Her poems 
have been published in the Edison Literary Review,
the Writers Circle Journal, and the Raritan Valley 
National Poetry Month Celebration Anthology.

  

                      alone, on my own,
  for 17 long years
  sucking sap from tree roots,
  I feel compelled to rise up
  and tunnel my way, heaven-bound  
  to the land of fresh air and sunshine.

  I break through the surface and
  behold a wonderland of grass and trees.
  My unstoppable drive for heights 
  makes me scale the nearest vertical surface
  so I can latch onto something firm
  —a fence post, a tree trunk, a telephone pole—
  and, like a circus contortionist,
  twist and turn to shed the burden of
  my exoskeleton.

  It's hard work but I finally emerge,
  exhausted, 
  with a set of wings that
  sprout and harden.
  I soon realize
  “I'm not alone.”

Music:  How Insects Gave Us Rhythm and Noise 

  Surrounded by lookalikes,
  we all quickly mature to adults
  with a single-minded purpose:
  mate, mate, mate.

  It's not so easy for me.
  Those females mate only once, lay eggs, and die.
  They're fussy about their partners.
  It's all about them and their timing.
  My only means of seduction is my song
  —loud, shrill, relentless—
  desperate for a willing female to respond.

  she signals I'm the one.
  At last we achieve our minuscule role
  in the greatest generation of our species.  

Memoir of a Cicada
Vivian Fransen
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