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President’s Message
from Karen Haefelein

The best advice I’ve ever heard about 
getting published was given by NJ poet Laura 
Boss:  concentrate on making your writing the 
best it can be and not on getting it published.  
Since both require time and effort and are 
sometimes mutually exclusive, I tend to agree 
with Laura.  I also think we should broaden 
our definition of “publish” to include any and 
all times our work is received by an audience
—emails, readings, websites, postings, copies 
given to friends and fans and the traditional 
journals, newspapers, webzines, and books. 

Most writers I’ve ever met, including 
myself, began writing privately and 
disavowed any interest in publishing.  This 
stage can last years and result in boxes and 
boxes of scribbled manuscripts or, today, 
many filled disks or desktops.  There comes a 
point for most of us, though, when a family 
member or friend urges us to seek a larger 
audience and so begins our quest to be 
published. 

I was first published by a local editor 
whose ad for regional pieces I answered.  
She chose one of my poems, and our writing 
friendship was born.  Since then, she has 
solicited several more of my pieces and kindly 
added my name to her reading series.  
Around the same time, I answered a call for 
entries to a local contest.  Again, I was a 
stranger to both the judge and the contest.  I 
earned an honorable mention and was asked 
to read and, once again, met a cadre of local 
poets and editors. 

When it came time to try my hand at 
submitting to journals, I chose one I had long 
admired.   Before submitting, I asked for input 
from a workshop leader who was an 
experienced editor.  She confirmed that the 
journal I had thought of would be a good fit 
and suggested I add more line breaks, so that 
the piece would fit the journal’s small page 
size.  Again, I was successful and my poem 
was picked up.  Since then, they have taken 
another of my poems for a subsequent issue. 

Twice I have entered contests in which I 
have placed, one first place and one 
honorable mention, against poets I admire.  
Both included publication, one on a plaque 
displayed in a store window, one on a library 
website. 

My first foray into self-publishing was 
prompted by a festival organizer asking if I 
had a chapbook because she wanted to 
include me in a chapbook reading.  I 
scrambled and put together a small leaflet of 
family poems that I could call a chapbook 
and ran off 50 copies at Staples.   Within a 
couple of years all had sold for the minimal 
price of $5 with almost no marketing, save 
bringing them to open and featured readings. 

A second chapbook was born of our 
WWW group, Poets Corner, and its 
enthusiasm to begin reading at bookstores 
and coffee houses.  We each included three 
pieces which together formed an anthology.  
At our first reading we quickly sold the 25 
copies we had on hand and have since made 
short shrift of another 75 or so. 

I’ve also submitted to Goldfinch each 
year since I joined Women Who Write and 
am happy that the staff has published my 
poems each year.  I think it’s so important 
that we support our publication as it 
represents a fine organization and gives our 
members a chance to get to know everyone’s 
work. 

A few stock suggestions from one who 
has just begun the publication process:  get to 
know the publications you are considering 
sending to, avoid publications which ask you 
to front your own money, send as many 
pieces as they allow and which fit their style 
and themes (often an editor’s taste is different 
from your own), don’t send the same piece to 
more than one place unless “simultaneous 
submissions allowed” is printed on their 
solicitation, keep careful track of what you’ve 
sent where and when.  And of course . . . 
don’t lose faith!  Keep submitting even after 
one, two, or more rejections.  
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NEWSLETTER TEAM

Joanne Flynn Black - Editor

Karen Elsman - Columnist/Copyeditor

Karen Haefelein - Advisor

Goldfinch
Goldfinch is in the final stages of 
completion.  Thanks to editor 
Randi Clarken and the Goldfinch 
readers, proofreaders, and all 
who submitted work and artwork 
to make this edition the best yet! 
Cover design once again by our 
in house artist Elsie Boehm

Note from the Editor
Joanne Flynn Black 

Maybe you read a message from 
me posted on our Yahoo Group looking 
for help with the newsletter formatting 
program, InDesign?  The reason for this 
message was to try to fill the shoes of 
our formatting person, Laurie Wallmark.  

Laurie retired from the newsletter to 
pursue other areas of writing.  She was 
truly a pleasure to work with.  Laurie 
was extremely professional and didn’t 
complain when I asked her if we could 
“squeeze in just one more article.”

Laurie will be missed. We wish her 
all the best and hope to do a profile on 
her in a future issue. 

I received many supportive 
responses from my search to find help, 
however no one knew this specific 
program. Most said, “I don’t know 
InDesign, but I wish you all the best in 
finding someone.” 

Laurie is irreplaceable!  
You will notice a different format this 

issue. Let me know what you think.  
 I’m excited about our “getting 

Published” themed issue. Some of us 
write to write, while others write to get 
published. Hopefully you will enjoy 
reading about different avenues our 
members are using to get published, or 
empathizing with getting stuck in 
submitting.  

I love to hear your feedback. Please 
write:  writersnoteseditor@gmail.com.

Welcome Mat - 

Our newest members
Lorraine Ash - Allendale

Kathleey Bartlett - Westfield

Gigi Collins - Short Hills

Elaine Denholtz - Livingston

Ronnie Hammer - Morristown

Bobbie Humphreys - Parsippany 
 
JoAnn Jackovino - New Providence

Barbara Kellam - Scott - Sussex

Miriam Lemerman - Short Hills

Athena Mandros - Pine Brook 

Priscilla Masilamani - E Stroudsburg, PA 

Diane Masucci - Montclair  

Joyce Moyna - Mendham 

Mary Olmstead - Chatham 

Doris Parmett - New Providence

Lynne Pate - Summit

Anne Randman - Rockaway 

Jeanne W. Rice - Mendham

Lisa Tognola - Chatham

A Special Thanks     
to the family of 
Marcia Ivans            

for their generous 
donation in honor 
of her birthday.

Congrats to Tara Lazar!
  Her debut picture book

 THE MONSTORE
 will be released by Aladdin/

Simon & Schuster in 2012

WWW Board seeking 
2011-2012 Goldfinch editor
 
please contact Karen Haefelein at 
haeflienek@hotmail.com
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Welcome to My World
a column by Karen Elsman

  Adorable Dory, 
One of My Latest Distractions

Daily distractions keep me from 
writing, submitting and possibly 
publishing my work: family, shopping, 
cleaning, laundry, and school functions.  
These do not include the emergent 
events that demand my immediate 
attention.  The most recent distractions 
are as follows:

* Dory, the Adorable:  My dog 
Belle is a four-year-old black Shih Tzu.  
Her personality is so loveable that my 
husband Steve and I tried to mate her 
four times, so that we might have a 
“Baby Belle.” I even picked out a name 
for our new addition; Dory. None of the 
mating came to fruition. We decided that 
we would again buy a Shih Tzu from the 
original breeder and get another 
loveable baby.  I called the breeder and 
was told there was only one female Shih 
Tzu.  I asked her to start calling the 
puppy Dory. The next day, there she 
was, this adorable fur ball, white with 
black/brown stripes.  I knew that I was 
her mother the moment I held her.  Her 
pedigree paperwork was completed 
with the name Dory the Adorable 
Elsman.  

Belle is such a loving dog that I 
knew the two would get along great.  
Wrong.  Belle stayed away from Dory 
and wouldn’t even look at me.  I 
explained to Belle that every girl needs 
a sister, but our talk did not prevent 
sibling rivalry.  One day I yelled at Dory 
for going in the road, Belle then came 
and started licking me.    

Dory was three months old and I 
thought she would be better potty 
trained.  Again, wrong.  Having Dory 
was like having a newborn.  She didn’t 
have many accidents and kept jumping 
out of the bed we made for her.  
Reluctantly, we let her sleep with us.  
Belle was not happy with this 
arrangement. Then Dory began having 
nightly accidents.  Each day I had to 

change the sheets down to the mattress 
pad.  Dory is very fast and wow can she 
climb and jump.  To keep her from 
climbing on the kitchen table I put her on 
a chair three feet away.  Suddenly I saw 
her flying through the air and land right 
on the table!  

What Dory does best is hide.  One 
moment she’s there and the next minute 
she’s gone!  I knew she could climb stairs 
but had never seen her go down.  One 
day I watched Dory going up the steps 
and suddenly vanished.  I checked all 
the bedrooms.  A room that two sons 
share is so cluttered with clothes, clean 
and dirty, among other junk on the floor, 
that I feared I would never find her.  She 
didn’t know her name yet so I couldn’t 
call for her.  Giving up, I went 
downstairs and found her on the living 
room couch hidden amongst pillows.  
This dog definitely has hidden talents.  
You may have noticed that Belle and 
Dory are names from Disney movies.  
Perhaps I should have named her Goofy

.  
Dory is my latest distraction from 

writing.  The following are some others:

* My sons:  My four sons, ranging 
from 15 to 23, have gotten over 
sibling rivalry; however, they continue 
to get into teenage type trouble.  

*My knee:  I recently had 
arthroscopic surgery and was told that 
there was no gel between the knee 
bones.  I needed an injection that must 
be authorized by the insurance 
company. This injection only delayed the 
inevitable, which was a knee 
replacement, making it surgery number 
20.  As this issue went to press I am 
recovering from a knee replacement.

* Coffee and crosswords:  This is 
what I do each day as part of my 
morning ritual.  This takes two hours.  I 
drink so much coffee that I need to buy 
a case of half and half every trip to 
Costco.  My friends know that if they call 
me and I haven’t had my coffee to call 
back as I won’t remember talking to 
them anyway.  Not until I am done with 
this ritual can I start my day. 

 
* Dishwasher:  My dishwasher 

washed its last dish.  According to the 
installers my new dishwasher is too tall 
and will not fit into the allotted space.  
Finally we need to pull up four ceramic 
tiles and then it will fit.  The bad news is 
we have no more tiles and after much 
research find that Mediterranean Athens 
tiles have been discontinued.  Steve put 
cardboard in the empty hole. Not a 
pretty sight.

*Dory to the Vet:  Now Dory needs 
to go to the vet for her first visit.  No 
time for me time to write or submit.  
Glancing downward I notice that the 
floor is covered with the same tile that I 
have been looking for: Mediterranean 
Athens!  Stunned and stammering, I beg, 
I plead and even offer hugs, plus 
payment for the tiles.  “Do you have any 
extra tiles?  I only need four.”  The vet 
says that he thinks he does, but he will 
have to look for them.  Shortly after my 
arrival home, the vet calls and states that 
he does have the tiles and they can be 
picked up. 

I continue to find distractions from 
dogs to dishwashers.  The truth is if I 
really pushed myself and made writing 
and submitting a job, I could possibly be 
published.    

These are my latest distractions, or 
at least the ones I can mention.  What 
are yours?

Karen R. Elsman and adorable Dory
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Montclair Women Who Write:   
Meeting By Chance,

 Cohesive Group By Choice 
 
While there are many creative writers in 

Montclair, a new group, tucked away in the 
local history room of the Montclair Library, 
meets on alternate Monday nights to share 
their work and support each other’s passion 
to write from the heart.  

The Montclair Chapter of Women Who 
Write consists of five women representing 
multiple generations, backgrounds and 
writing genres.  Two have recently published 
memoirs to much acclaim; another is working 
on several young adult and children’s stories, 
and the others are pleased to have 
contributed to the Writers' issue of New 
Jersey Life and Leisure and other local 
publications. They are a psychotherapist, a 
career woman juggling work and family; two 
are completing their higher degrees, and one 
also teaches high school English.  They came 
together by chance, but over a year's time, 
have come to rely on each other's thoughtful 
commentaries each time they meet.

Sylver McGriff is a sophomore at Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick. She is pursuing 
a double B.A. in Journalism and Middle 
Eastern Studies. Her infectious enthusiasm for 
life brings an accepting style of feedback with 
suggestions for possibilities that embrace a 
passionate view of life. Her work has ranged 
from a children’s ABC book entitled "ABC: 
Shades of Me - An Alphabet Book of Color & 
Pride" to journalistic reviews & essays of her 
international backpacking experiences in 
countries such as Cuba, Afghanistan and Iran.

Sylver’s commitment to her ideals is 
expressed in a favorite quote: "Only when the 
last tree has died, the last river been 
poisoned, and the last fish caught, will we 
realize that we cannot eat money." - 1909 
Cree Indian

Her challenge in writing is sitting still 
long enough to see the interminable 
publishing process through to publication of 
her works - an endeavor she has yet to 
master. However, being a member of the 
Montclair group - so filled with such talented, 
inspiring, encouraging writers - is working its 
magic on her gypsy nature, and encouraging 
her to follow through. This group of amazing 
women have written their way into her heart; 
she eagerly awaits each reading of their 
talented works, revels in encouraging & 
critiquing their efforts, and receives 
immeasurable value in their thoughtful 
critiques of her own efforts. “A match made in 
writing Heaven!”

Katie Checkley, a high school English 
teacher keeps our group enthralled with 
weekly episodes of her coming of age novel 
along with thoughtful essays about young 
adults and her family. Katie lives in Clifton, 
NJ, attends William Paterson University for a 
masters in writing, and recently has begun 
writing a lot of poetry “My challenges are 
finding time to revise my writing...I seem to be 
able to write first drafts quickly and easily, 
but revising is often what gives me a 
struggle…There is nothing like being among 
other writers."

Marion Goldstein  has recently made the 
transition from poet to memoirist with the 
publication of her book "Hard to Place: One 
Family's Journey through Adoption" published 
in 2009 by North Star Press of St. Cloud, Inc.  
She brings her poet’s eye to each meeting 
and relies on the "wisdom of the ages"  
represented in the group as she continues 
with new  writing projects.

A quote by Goethe provides inspiration 
for Marion.

"Whatever you can do,
  or dream you can,
  begin it.
  Boldness has genius
  power and magic in it."
                                                    

   Goethe
 
Ethel Lee-Miller brings drafts and 

rewrites of personal essays along with some 
brave beginnings in fiction, and drafts of her 
second memoir, White Bread Girl. Ethel’s 
professional experience as an educator, 
counselor, public speaker and workshop 
facilitator, and personal experiences over six 
decades of living life provide rich material for 
writing.

“Knowing I must bring a piece to share 
at WWW on Mondays keeps me writing. I 
value the insightful and balanced feedback I 
receive from my writing colleagues. This 
group raises the bar on developing my craft 
of writing and feedback for the members.”

Her challenge will be blending writing, 
keeping in touch with East coast colleagues as 
she and her husband look to start the next 
phase of their life in Arizona.

As leader of the Montclair WWW since 
the group’s beginning in 2008, Linda Morgan 
keeps the chapter connected with each other 
and Women Who Write happenings. Her 
background is in urban and environmental 
planning and she is currently working in real 
estate development in Newark and New 
York.  The idea for the group came to her 
once she started to write again after 25 years 
of silence.  

“I took a creative writing course a 
couple of years ago from Marian Calabro at 

the Montclair Adult School using the Amherst 
Writers' workshop techniques. I wanted to 
continue sharing my work in a group locally 
and discovered Women Who Write in Morris 
County. Unfortunately at the time it seemed 
that all the chapters centered around western 
NJ, so I decided to start up a Montclair 
chapter that would reflect the diversity of 
people and voices in our area--which we 
certainly do!”   

Linda’s writing gives glimpses into the 
humor and humanity of her family, along with 
the grittiness of a nonfiction expose-in-
progress.

Linda shows her talent as a gifted 
facilitator at the biweekly meetings; everyone 
always gets their ‘fair share.’ Lucy Van Pelt 
(from Peanuts) would love to be in this group.  

A NOTE FROM THE MONTCLAIR GROUP 
TO ETHEL LEE MILLER

                                                            
The Montclair Group expresses our deep 
gratitude and good luck wishes to Ethel as 
she and her husband embark on this new 
phase of life in sunny Tucson, Arizona. 

The Montclair group sends her our best 
wishes and hopes she will keep in touch! Ethel 
was a true inspiration to all of us, and
always optimistic and encouraging.  She is 
joining her twin and spouse in Tucson, so we 
know this will be a wonderful new chapter of 
her life

Note: A special thanks to Ethel Lee Miller 
who wrote this profile prior to moving.  As 
we go to press with the newsletter a few 
changes have occurred in the group:
- Sylver McGriff has taken a hiatus because 
she is traveling between Haiti and the US 
helping earthquake victims.

- Dianne Masucci, a former journalist, has 
joined the group. She had taken a break in 
her career to raise her family and is now 
writing personal stories, humorous stories, 
and family stories.

Ethel Lee Miller - photo from her website 

www.etheleemiller.com
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New Website, New Opportunity 

to Promote Your Work 

by Tara Lazar and Corey Rosen Schwartz
Blog Coordinators

     

If you haven’t visited the Women Who Write website 
lately, you’ve missed an important change in the way 
we’re presenting our organization to the world.

The new website is in blog format. Our home page 
has become a continually updated source of information 
about Women Who Write.

What is a blog? Think of it as an online magazine that 
we publish. Members can submit articles about the writing 
craft, share success stories, and post original works of 
poetry and prose. Our home page now features fresh 
content, portraying Women Who Write as a dynamic, 
exciting, vital organization.

In the past, Goldfinch Online shared our writing with 
the public. Unfortunately, those pages were nested deep 
in the website and weren’t easily accessible by those 
outside our organization. Now we can publish your work 
directly on the blog. It will be immediately indexed by the 
major search engines and blog readers, reaching a huge 
potential audience in a way that wasn’t possible with our 
formerly static website. What’s more, your work will 
appear on the home page, front and center.

We encourage you to write for the blog. Submit an 
article or a fiction excerpt. Tell us about a recent 
workshop or reading you attended. Review a book. 
Interview one of your group members. Suggest tips for 
critiquing memoirs. Anything related to writing and 
Women Who Write is welcomed. An article with fewer 
than 400 words is a desirable length for online reading.

Earlier we told you to think of a blog as an online 
magazine, but now we’d like you to think of it as a 
cocktail party. Each article represents a person at the 
party. If those people continually say “me, me, me,” what 
will happen? The other partygoers will get bored. The best 
way to attract and retain a blog audience is by engaging 
readers in a dialogue. Successful blogs pose questions on 
interesting topics and encourage responses.

So if you don’t write a blog article, please come to 
the new website and comment. Begin a lively discussion. 
Tell your friends. The new blog will publicize our 
organization and promote the careers of our talented 
members. But we need your participation to ensure 
success.

If you have your own website or blog, please let us 
know so we can list it on the Women Who Write site. We 
welcome your questions and feedback. You can reach us 
at tarawrites@yahoo.com or scubacor@aol.com. 

Two members of The Women Who Write had simultaneous signings:

Michelle Cameron - The Fruit of Her Hands at Sages Pages in Madison

Juanita Kirton - Inner Journey at Cafe Beethoven in Chatham 

My mom, Madeline, my son, Joseph and I drove through neighboring towns to catch a bit of both signings.  Joanne Flynn Black

Juanita Kirton signs her book Juanita Kirton with two of her biggest fans, 

Joseph Black and Joanne Flynn Black

L to R - Michelle Cameron, Rabbi Robin Nafshi, 

Hani Sandler, Shirley Cameron
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Getting Published
By Rosemary McGee, President, Arseya Publishing 
  
      When you decide to publish, you have many options.  You can 

begin by submitting your work to agents who, if they agree to take on 
your project, will work with you toward finding a publisher for your 
book.  Michelle Cameron detailed that process in the last Women Who 
Write newsletter issue.  You can also self-publish, which means that you 
register as a publisher with Bowker, the safe-guarder and distributor of 
ISBN’s in the US, and obtain an ISBN for your book.  The entire process 
is then in your hands – layout, design, and finding a printer, plus all 
aspects of distribution.  If you don’t want to spend the time (often years) 
searching for an agent and the possibility of publisher rejection, and you 
feel that the total self-publishing route sounds too arduous, too hands on 
with no help or advice, then there is still another choice.  There are now 
publishers that offer to publish your book for a fee, rather than the 
traditional publishing process that Michelle described.  Arseya is one of 
these pay-to-publish companies, with a twist.

      Working with Arseya Publishing is a unique experience for 
author and publisher alike.  At Arseya, we understand the personal 
nature of publishing.  Your book is not just a product that needs 
packaging, but rather it is a piece of you.  Within the pages of your 
book – whether a novel, poetry, memoir, or a children’s story – lays 
your thoughts, visions, and images translated into words wrapped in 
emotion for others to not only read, but connect with at a deeper level.  
Because we recognize this, publishing your book with Arseya becomes 
an experience driven by you, not dictated by us.  The choices that must 
be made about how your words are packaged for sale are made jointly 
between you and Arseya every step of the way from manuscript to 
finished product.  The first step of the Arseya process is to meet with us 
personally, actually sit down fact to face with us and show us what you 
have and discuss the major options.  Having experience in the process, 
Arseya may make suggestions regarding the choices, but the ultimate 
decision is yours.  As with most things, many of the choices to be made 
have cost associated with them, so that is discussed and options are 
presented to you. 

      Most writers have some idea of how they want their book to 
look, so the cover, whether image, sketch, or artistic design, is always an 
area where the author’s thoughts are of primary importance.  Arseya’s 
designers take the author’s ideas which may include an actual photo or 
print, and incorporates them into a cover, producing two or three design 
options for the author to choose from.  The same is true for the inside 
text pages.  The layout may be very simple or incorporate a number of 
artistic design elements.  The author’s desires are taken into 
consideration before text layout designs are created.  Again, there are 
two or three to choose from.  Often forgotten is the back cover of the 

book.  You decide what to include or exclude, such as your photo, bio, 
testimonials, and book description.

      Copy editing is always available, but often, authors do not 
want their work changed.  That is most often true with poetry, since 
poets write in their own style.  The layout of poetry is also very personal 
and often poem-specific, so with poetry, each poem is dealt with 
individually.   

      Arseya uses high quality paper stock as its standard.  Book size 
and paper quality are additional choices that must be made as well as 
the retail price of the book.  Based on the author’s marketing strategy or 
plans, the quantity of books printed in the first run is also decided.  The 
cost of producing hardcover bindings is often prohibitive, and 
paperback binding has become the usual choice, but the options are 
presented and discussed.  If hardcover binding is chosen, embossing and 
dust-cover options are included.  Bar-coding is standard in the publishing 
industry as is copyrighting and Library of Congress filing. 

      Because each situation is unique and solutions are completely 
customized, pricing is dependent upon what you want and the choices 
you make. Arseya will work with you to create the right package – 
including number of copies, marketing and distribution, and in some 
instances, royalty percentages. 

      When you are ready, give Arseya a call and discuss your 
project with a publishing expert who will walk you through your options 
and get you on your way to experiencing the thrill of holding your own 
book in your hands.

       

p o e m

s

M A R C I A S . I V A N S

Over Easy

The following names were omitted from our 2009-2010 directory:

Marcia Ivan’s book Over Easy was published by Arseya

Patricia McKernon Runkle       

   

Dorothy Ryan                              
Dorothy has poems in anthologies 
America, Christian Science 
Monitor, Exit 13, Off The Coast, 
Paterson Literary Review and The 
Pedestal among others. Her 
chapbook is Animal Weaver. 
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Our first Women Who Write Panel 

Discussion was a huge success! 

Over 40 people attended our event 

on February 27, 2010 at the Morris 

County Library. 

Topics included:

- writing a book proposal

- taking the path of self publishing       

- finding the right agent
- getting a book deal 

- marketing yourself and your book

Facilitated by: 
Marie Castronouvo Ascolese

Panelists were:
Joanne Flynn Black
Michelle Cameron
Elaine Denholtz

Ann M. DeVenezia Ph.D.
Marcia Ivans

Alice Mendelsohn
Corey Rosen Schwartz
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on February 27, 2010 at the Morris 

County Library. 

Topics included:

- writing a book proposal

- taking the path of self publishing       

- finding the right agent
- getting a book deal 

- marketing yourself and your book

Facilitated by: 
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Panelists were:
Joanne Flynn Black
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A special 
thanks to 
Marie 
Castronouvo 
Ascolese for 
organizing 
this 
incredible 
event.

L to R : Alice Mendelsohn, Ann M. DeVenezia, Corey Rosen Schwartz, Michelle Cameron, 

Marcia Ivans, Elaine Denholtz, Joanne Flynn Black, Maria Castronouvo Ascolese

Dr. Ann M. DeVenezia discussing her books.

A tremendous  turnout!
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COORDINATORS’ ROUNDTABLE 

Each year the coordinators meet with our President Karen Haefelein and Group Liaison 

Marcia Ivans.  Together they discuss what’s working and areas needing improvement.  

Maggie Roycraft and Karen Haefelein

Linda Morgan and Mira Peck

Karen R. Elsman and Linda Morgan

Our “square” roundtable

Marcia Ivans



In Memoriam
Lois Sarvetnick, Ph. D. 

(1931–2010)
WWW Board Member and Writing 

Group Coordinator
by Maureen Lanagan Haggerty

Dr. Lois Sarvetnick passed away on 
May 3, 2010 at her home in 
Mountainside. She was born in 
Elizabeth, NJ, lived in Elizabeth and 
Westfield and moved to Mountainside 
about fourteen years ago. Lois was 
the beloved wife of Harold, the 
devoted mother of Nora, Brian, and 
Michael, and loving grandmother of 
Andrea, Scott, Gabriel, Julian, and 
Estella.

Lois received her doctorate degree in 
anthropology from Rutgers University 
while in her fifties, and taught at 
Rutgers for fifteen years. She was a 
social anthropologist who enjoyed 
writing about culture in short fiction 
pieces and essays and was always 
mindful of the political overtones 
inherent in all settings. She also 
wrote scholarly papers on the politics 
of hunger and often talked about 
community concerns and 
homelessness. Most recently she 
worked enthusiastically on her 
memoirs, always revising.

Several of her writings appeared in 
Goldfinch. The following is an excerpt 
from “Exercise Class” (2002):

The perfect physical 
specimen moved swiftly to 
the stereo system where she 
turned on an Elvis tape with 
an elaborate beat. “You 
remember him, don’tcha?” 
she asked. The women 
grimaced at one another. 
Marge could tell they didn’t 
like Elvis. She figured that his 
swaying pelvis made them 
uneasy. “They’re so old-
fashioned,” she thought.

One zippy sixties song after 
another accompanied their 
exercises. “That’ll Be the Day 
When You Say Goodbye…” 
The young thing moved the 
class relentlessly through 
some exercises for “tight abs 
and butts” and others for 

balance. “You don’t want to 
break the old hip,” she 
cautioned. She reminded the 
class to “keep breathing,” and 
to “tuck in those tummies.” 
For some, those seemed like 
formidable tasks. 
Relentlessly beaming, she 
repeated endlessly, “Navel to 
spine looks dee-vine.”

From “Impressions of Angkor 
Wat” (2004):

Lush jungle canopy. Ropey 
vines droop long in damp, 
cool shade. Then suffocating 
heat and blinding light 
flooding the dusty path 
toward a world of broken 
stone. But the stones 
remember. They dream of the 
ghosts of proud kings who 
built palaces to their own 
glory and their ancient gods. 
They built graceful towering 
stupas, fingers pointing to the 
heavens. They sent a 
message to the heavens in 
the arrangement of secret 
rooms and hidden 
courtyards. We are here, they 
said. We built our worlds like 
yours. We seek answers to 
eternal questions.

Lois joined WWW in 2000 and 
became a member of Mary Lee 
Waldron’s Chatham Mixed Genre 
Group. Later she became very 
interested in writing fiction and by 
2004 founded and coordinated the 
Mountainside Fiction Group. Lois 
along with Judith Lie served as 
coordinators until about 2008. She 
remained in the fiction group as a 
member and then encouraged Mira 
Peck to coordinate the group when it 
became more difficult for Lois to be at 
each meeting. Several of this fine 
group of active writers were also 
working on their own memoirs. Lois 
loved attending the meetings and 
discussing suggestions for revisions. 
Much time was spent between 
meetings in reading and critiquing 
each other’s works. She found the 
writing of her own memoirs helped 
her to better understand her past and 
present life.

Over the years, Lois was a dedicated 
member of the WWW Board of 
Trustees and served in several 
positions: VP of Membership, Chair of 
Nominating Committee, Trustee-At-
Large, and a member of the staff of 
Goldfinch. She also enjoyed 
participating in WWW readings and 
sharing her writing.

Lois was a voracious reader. She 
enjoyed discussing politics and 
attending Broadway plays. Lois loved 
traveling with her husband, Harold, 
and learning about the customs and 
culture of each country—always a 
traveler, never a tourist. She was an 
independent thinker, well-informed 
and exceptionally gifted. She valued 
words, the gift of writing, and realized 
how important writing was in her own 
life.

She celebrated life, loved her family, 
always appreciated the gift of 
friendship and was very thankful for 
the special place WWW held in her 
life. Even with many difficult health 
issues in recent years, she lived each 
day to the fullest.

After the memorial service for Lois, I 
came upon this quote by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson: “Do not go where 
the path may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a trail.”

Lois accomplished this and so much 
more during her lifetime.

Lois at Colgate Writers’ Conference, 2007


